
1

AUTUMN FORECAST/
LOOKAHEAD

A Cicero/AMO Overview

September 2020



2

Although the new college of Commissioners took office in December 2019, a delayed work programme publication followed by COVID-19 means that 
President von der Leyen is still at a relatively early stage of implementing her legislative priorities and agenda. Some timelines have been revised in 
response to the pandemic, yet the majority of the elements of the pre-COVID work programme are now seen as even more critical, in particular the 
‘digital’ and ‘green’ transitions. The European Commission sees both as central to facilitating the economic recovery as well as to ensuring Europe 
remains a global leader. 

The additional challenge of needing to find a replacement for Trade Commissioner Phil Hogan, who recently resigned following allegations that he 
breached COVID-19 lockdown rules, is a political headache but unlikely to derail the legislative agenda. 

Elsewhere, negotiations on the Multiannual Financial Framework and Recovery Fund will dominate the Council’s agenda, followed closely by the ongoing 
EU-UK negotiations. Council summits in October and December are expected to be significant milestones for both this autumn. 

All these issues are likely to be headlines of President von der Leyen’s first State of the European Union speech on 16 September. The speech will be 
the President’s opportunity to review her first, turbulent, year in office and set out her legislative priorities for 2021. Ahead of that, over the next few pages 
the Cicero/AMO team have gathered the key policy issues on the agenda for what is shaping up to be a busy autumn for the EU.

Topics 

• An Economy that Works for People
• The European Green Deal
• Protecting our European Way of Life
• Europe fit for the Digital Age
• A New Push for European Democracy

• High on the agenda will be finalising the negotiations for the COVID-19 
Recovery Fund and the next seven-year Multiannual Financial 
Framework. The European Parliament must approve the final deal and 
is keen to assert itself during the autumn negotiations.

• The Commission will propose a new Action Plan in September to 
complete the Capital Markets Union, as well as non-legislative 
initiatives on business taxation, tax evasion and the customs union. 

• Work will continue on the reviews of MiFID, the Benchmark Regulation 
and capital requirements legislation. 

An Economy that Works for People 
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• One of the European Commission’s flagship initiatives, the next phase 
of the Green Deal will see Commission proposals to raise the EU’s 2030 
climate targets for greenhouse gas emissions to at least 50% below 
1990 levels. 

• The ReFuelEU initiative will begin with legislative proposals around 
sustainable fuels in the aviation and maritime sectors. 

• The Commission will also propose non-legislative strategies on 
sustainable finance, offshore renewable energy, chemicals and 
sustainable and smart mobility.

• In October’s plenary session, the European Parliament will adopt the 
European Climate Law, which enshrines in law the objective of climate 
neutrality by 2050. MEPs are currently divided over a proposal from 
Swedish MEP Jytte Guteland to back a 65% emissions reduction target 
by 2030. 

• The next phase of the Common Agricultural Policy, which focuses on 
economic, environmental and socio-territorial priorities, is closely linked 
to the outcome on the EU’s next seven-year budget and the European 
Green Deal.

• Revisions of the Trans-European Energy networks and Battery 
Directive will launch by the end of the year, and talks will begin to bring 
shipping into the Emissions Trading Scheme. 

• The institutions will begin preparations for the 2021 ‘European Year 
of Rail’. In parallel the Commission is working on a review of the Rail 
Freight Corridor Regulation, and negotiations on new EU rail passenger 
rights will restart under the German Presidency. 

The European Green Deal 

• New rules to reform the EU’s migration and asylum system are 
expected towards the end of the year. 

• Following the publication of the new Security Union Strategy, the 
Commission will continue its review of Europol’s mandate and will 
come forward with new proposals for a more effective fight against child 
exploitation. Work will also get underway to evaluate CEPOL, the EU’s 
law enforcement training agency.

• The European Parliament will discuss arms exports and the role of AI 
in defence. 

• The Commission will update its Digital Education Action Plan in 
September and publish initiatives to improve integration and inclusion 
in the education system. 

• In health, non-legislative initiatives are expected on beating cancer and 
a new pharmaceutical strategy. 

Protecting our European Way of Life
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• The Conference on the Future of Europe is expected to kick off this 
autumn after it was delayed by the COVID-19 crisis.

• The rule of law debate is expected to feature in the final negotiations on 
the next EU budget, while the EU’s first annual report on the rule of law 
will be published in September. 

• New initiatives on gender, LGBTI and Roma equality and inclusion are 
expected, and a new strategy for the implementation of the Charter of 
Fundamental Rights. 

A New Push for European Democracy

• The European Parliament’s IMCO, LIBE and JURI Committees will 
adopt reports on the Commission’s  long-awaited Digital Services Act 
which will update the eCommerce Directive and introduce new rules 
for the digital economy. Meanwhile, work continues to develop a new 
competition tool that will help create a level playing field in the platform 
economy. 

• The European Parliament will adopt reports on the Industrial Strategy 
for Europe and the SME Strategy, published in the Spring.

• In the financial services sector, the Commission will publish a Strategy on 
Digital Finance, including a Strategy on an integrated EU payments 
market. Legislative proposals are also expected on crypto-assets and 

operational and cyber resilience of the financial services sector. In the 
Parliament, MEPs are expected to formally approve new crowdfunding 
rules, over two years after the proposal was first published.

• The German Presidency is eager to resume trilogues on the online 
terrorist content regulation. 

• The Commission will launch a consultation on the eIDAS Regulation 
and work will continue on the review of the Vertical Block Exemption 
Regulation.  

• Reviews of existing legislation will begin, including the NIS Directive 
and rules around airport charges and the provision of air services. 

Europe fit for the Digital Age



5

Get in touch...
If you would like to speak to us about this document 
or how we can help support your organisation and its 
public affairs objectives, please contact a member of 
the EU Public Affairs team below: 
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Sarah Cuvellier - Head of EU Public Affairs
sarah.cuvellier@cicero-group.com
+32 (0)48 658 9156

Kate Foster - Senior Account Manager
kate.foster@cicero-group.com
+32 (0)2 612 8161

Salvatore Ferrara - Account Manager
salvatore.ferrara@cicero-group.com
+32 (0)2 612 8155
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