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The German Presidency of the Council
A Cicero/AMO Analysis - 1 July 2020
On 1 July, Germany will take over the rotating Presidency of the Council for the 13th time since 1957. The last time Germany held the role, in 2007, 
Europe’s political and economic landscape looked rather different – before the economic crisis, before the Lisbon Treaty came into force, and while 
the EU was still acquiring new members rather than losing them. Despite this being her second time at chairing the Council, Chancellor Angela Merkel 
does not face an easy ride. Even before Covid-19 disrupted the agenda, Germany was facing difficult talks between fractious Member States on the 
EU’s next seven-year budget, and the responsibility of steering the EU-UK FTA negotiations to a conclusion before the end of the year. 

Having originally mapped out an ambitious programme for the next six months, the Covid-19 pandemic has forced Germany to refocus its priorities 
on crisis management. With Europe facing a projected 7-10% drop in GDP, the pressure is on Germany to steer Europe out of the pandemic into the 
recovery phase. The Presidency will face practical challenges too: we can expect to see a smaller number of meetings, and the continuation of social 
distancing requirements that will mean many meetings are still held by video conference in an environment where alliances and concessions are often 
made in the corridors and sidelines. 

The timing is helpful for the EU, however. Germany’s Presidency follows and precedes a string of smaller and less powerful Member States. As an 
experienced and pragmatic EU player, Angela Merkel is well placed to coordinate the tricky discussions facing Member States over the next six months 
and to broker compromises where they are needed. 

At the domestic level, too, the Presidency is significant for Merkel. With her long Chancellorship coming to an end next year, the Council presidency 
will be part of her legacy. She will be eager to make a success of it. 

The Cicero/AMO team have gathered the priorities of the German Presidency, set out in the following pages. 

Click the links below to navigate through the document:

•	 Europe’s response to Covid-19

•	 Digital

•	 Financial services

•	 Social policy

•	 Sustainability and climate change

•	 Security and justice

•	 The EU on the world stage
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Germany will oversee the EU’s path into the recovery 
phase of the Covid-19 pandemic. Priorities include 
driving forward discussions on the EU’s next seven-year 
budget (2021 – 2027), which will include the proposed 
€750bn recovery fund. Germany will also work to 
improve EU crisis management, boosting information 
sharing strengthening an early warning system and an 
EU-wide contact tracking system.

• Agree the Multiannual Financial Framework including the recovery fund
• Evaluation of the adjusted state aid framework
• Introduce coordination obligations for Schengen Member States
• Strengthen the EU Civil Protection Mechanism, the Health Security Committee 

and the European Centre for Prevention and Disease Control
• Review of the Emergency Support Instrument
• Concrete measures for EU in ensuring supply of medicines and medical devices
• Support the new EU Strategy for Victims’ Rights

Europe’s response to Covid-19

The EU’s digital sovereignty is a priority for Germany, 
particularly in light of the COVID-19 pandemic. The 
German Presidency aims to link digitalisation to 
sustainability in building a high-performance, sovereign 
and resilient European digital and data infrastructure.

• Developing a framework for Artificial Intelligence
• Launching the European cloud project “Gaia X”
• Improving EU’s data policy, focus on innovation, data access, responsible 

usage, data literacy and security. Also improve sharing and access of health 
data, through a Code of Conduct.

• Better enforcement and security requirements for the platform economy and 
digital services, through Digital Services Package. 

• Strengthening digital skills amongst citizens
• SME conference in November, aimed at strengthening entrepreneurship and 

discussing digitalisation and innovation
• Expanding competition law abuse oversight to platform brands 

Digital

Continued overleaf:
Financial services, social policy and sustainability & climate change
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Supporting European citizens is a top priority, from 
protecting the vulnerable to promoting human rights. The 
agenda will focus on a broad range of issues including 
skills and education, employment, equality between men 
and women, and supporting young people. The Council 
will also play an active role in the Commission’s proposed 
conference on the future of Europe. 

• Review of SURE proposal 
• Support discussions for an EU framework for minimum wages
• Help shape the Commission’s Conference on the Future of Europe
• Discussion of the EU beating cancer plan
• Support ratification of Istanbul Convention of the Council of Europe 
• Support the new Gender Equality Strategy
• Strengthen the Youth Guarantee

Social policy

Any economic response to the COVID-19 pandemic will 
take into account sustainability and climate change 
and the Commission has doubled down on its agenda 
here. The German Presidency therefore takes place at 
a critical time for the EU ‘green’ plans. The Presidency 
will	 kick-off	 negotiations	 across	 the	 board	 here	 with	
the aim of propelling work forward throughout the trio 
Presidency group.

• Kick-off work on the European Green Deal
• Reach Council conclusions on the EU biodiversity strategy
• Conclude Council negotiations on the 2050 climate neutrality act
• Facilitate the rapid ‘greening’ of the energy sector
• Begin negotiations on the 8th Environmental Action Plan
• Work with Paris Agreement partners to raise global climate goals
• Reach general approach on the CAP post 2020
• Update the Leipzig Charter on Sustainable European Cities

Sustainability and climate change

The	 sustainable	 and	 digital	 finance	 agendas	 are	 now	
seen as more vital than ever to not only maintain 
European competitiveness but also help drive the 
economic recovery. The German Presidency will aim 
to keep momentum up here while also tackling legacy 
issues in the Capital Markets Union and Banking Union 
projects. 

• Revitalising discussions on the financial transaction tax proposal
• Introduction of an effective global minimum tax in light of digitization
• Improving anti-money laundering rules 
• Deepen the Capital Markets Union to promote market-based financing
• Kick-off negotiations on the ‘securities quick-fix’ proposal
• Take steps towards creating a ‘Digital Financial Markets Union’ to remove 

barriers to cross-border financial services

Financial services
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The Presidency’s ambition is for Europe to be 
somewhere all people can live freely and safely. It will 
support	 the	Commission’s	 efforts	 around	 the	 rule	 of	
law, migration, and cross-border cooperation between 
the judiciary, police and customs. Germany also aims 
to tackle hate crime and racism which will be a hot 
topic in the coming months in light of the recent unrest 
across the US and EU.

• Political dialogue on the rule of law in all Member States
• Advocate the EU accession to the European Convention on Human Rights
• Support strengthening of Europol’s mandate and improved cooperation to 

tackle cross-border crime through a European police partnership and increased 
focus on terrorism

• Reform of Common European Asylum System 
• EU dialogues on antisemitism, anti-Gypsyism and expressions of racism
• Support reform of EU migration system

Security and justice

The expected conclusion of the EU-UK future 
relationship talks will dominate Germany’s presidency. 
Other issues on the agenda include the accession of 
new Member States and moving trade agreements 
forward with other third countries. The Presidency 
will also seek to drive Member States towards a more 
coordinated approach to foreign policy.

• Conclusion of the EU-UK FTA talks
• Finalisation of trade agreements with Mercosur and Mexico
• Continued talks with China and other third countries
• Adoption of a common Europe-Africa agenda
• Advocate EU accession of the Western Balkans
• Further development of the Common Defence and Security Policy  
• Create a Digital Diplomacy Network

The EU on the world stage

Next section:
Calendar
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Calendar

July September
•	 7 July: General Affairs Council
•	 9 July: Eurogroup
•	 17 - 18 July: Extraordinary European Council
•	 20 July: Agriculture and Fisheries Council (AGRIFISH)
•	 24 July: Economic and Financial Affairs Council (ECOFIN)

•	 21 - 22 September: AGRIFISH Council
•	 24 - 25 September: Competitiveness Council (COMPET)
•	 28 September: Transport, Telecommunications and Energy Council 

(TTE)

October November
•	 5 October: Eurogroup
•	 6 October: ECOFIN Council
•	 8 - 9 October: Justice and Home Affairs Council (JHA)
•	 12 October: Foreign Affairs Council
•	 13 October: General Affairs Council and Employment, Social 

Policy, Health and Consumer Affairs Council (EPSCO)
•	 15 - 16 October: European Council
•	 19 - 20 October: AGRIFISH Council
•	 23 October: Environment Council (ENVI)

•	 3 November: Eurogroup
•	 4 November: ECOFIN Council
•	 9 November: Foreign Affairs Council
•	 10 November: General Affairs Council
•	 13 November: ECOFIN Council
•	 16 - 17 November: AGRIFISH Council
•	 19 - 20 November: Foreign Affairs Council and COMPET Council
• 27 November: COMPET Council
•	 30 November: Eurogroup and EYCS Council

December
•	 1 December: ECOFIN Council and EYCS Council
•	 2 December: EPSCO Council
•	 2 - 3 December: JHA Council
•	 7 December: Foreign Affairs Council
•	 7 - 8 December: TTE Council

•	 8 December: General Affairs Council
•	 10 - 11 December: European Council
•	 14 December: TTE Council
•	 15 - 16 December: AGRIFISH Council
•	 17 December: ECOFIN Council and ENVI Council

Next section:
Events - Selected conferences during the German Presidency
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Events
Selected conferences during the German Presidency

July September
•	 2 July: Art shapes Industry. Empathetic AI – Creative Economies 

as a key driver for innovation and impact (online)
•	 7 July: Project launch event “Business and human rights – 

towards a decade of global implementation (UNGPs10+) (online)
•	 7 July - 31 October: Series of conferences on Pluralism and 

Responsibility. Media in the Digital Society

•	 1 September: European Parliamentary evening on priorities in 
employment and social policy (Brussels)

•	 7 - 8 September: European Competition Day (Berlin)
•	 28 September: European Sustainable Finance Summit (Frankfurt)

October November
•	 1 October: Conference on Environmental Aspects in Public 

Procurement in Europe (Berlin)
•	 2 October: Human Biomonitoring for Science and Chemical 

Policy (Berlin)
•	 22 - 23 October: 19th European Tourism Forum (Friedrichshafen)
•	 26 - 27 October: Trust in AI – Responsible AI for Science and 

Society (Kaiserslautern)
•	 26 October: Role of insurers in the Capital Markets Union – 

Solvency II Review (Berlin)
•	 27 - 28 October: Conference on Sustainable Chemical 

Conversion in Industry (Berlin)

•	 3 - 4 November: Conference on Better Regulation (Berlin)
•	 4 - 5 November: Conference “Water and Adaptation to the Impacts 

of Climate Change in EU Member States” (Berlin)
•	 9 - 10 November: Stop Cancer at Work (Dortmund)
•	 10 November: CODE2020 (Munich)
•	 11 November: Digital Health 2020 – EU on the Move (Berlin)
•	 16 - 17 November: EU SME Assembly (Berlin)
•	 17 November: Brussels Media Forum (Brussels)
•	 17 November: Open Data for Smart Mobility in Europe (Leipzig)
•	 19 November: Women in Focus: Coronavirus and Gender Equality 

in Europe (Berlin)
•	 23 - 24 November: European Strategic Energy Technology Plan 

(SETPlan) Conference 2020 (Berlin)

December
•	 8 - 9 December: JPI Climate Scoping Forum (Hamburg)
•	 9 December: Safeguarding Human Rights in Europe – 70 years of the European Convention on Human Rights (Berlin)
•	 16 December: Green 10 (Brussels)

https://eu2020-medienkonferenz.de/en/welcome/
https://eu2020-medienkonferenz.de/en/welcome/
https://www.unibw.de/code-events


Get in touch...
If you would like to speak to us about this document 
or how we can help support your organisation and its 
public affairs objectives, please contact a member 
of	the	EU	Public	Affairs	team	below:	
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