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Foreword
After December’s General Election, the House of Commons Select Committees have now been reconstituted.
Cicero/AMO is pleased to share with you our analysis of the key Select Committees, including a look at their
Chairs, members, the ‘ones to watch’ and their likely priorities.
Select Committees – made up of backbench MPs – are charged with scrutinising Government departments
and specific policy areas. They have become an increasingly important part of the parliamentary infrastructure,
and never more so than in the last Parliament, where the lack of Government majority and party splits over
Brexit allowed Select Committees to provide an authoritative form of Government scrutiny.
However, this new Parliament looks very different. The large majority afforded to Boris Johnson in the election
and the resulting Labour leadership contest give rise to a number of questions over Select Committee
influence. Will the Government take Select Committee recommendations seriously as they form policy,
or – without the need to keep every backbencher on side - will they feel at liberty to disregard the input of
Committees? Will the Labour Party regroup when a new Leader is in place and provide a more effective
Opposition or will a long period of navel-gazing leave space for Select Committees to fill this void?
While Select Committees’ ability to effectively keep Government in check remains unclear, they will still
be able to influence the media narrative around their chosen areas of inquiry. Across Committees, we can
expect high profile inquiries on areas such as: the new immigration system; the Government’s progress on
negotiating trade deals; the impact of these deals on key sectors of the economy; Government and private
sector progress on sustainability ahead of COP26; the BBC licensing fee; and the Government’s proposed
social care solution (or lack thereof), to name but a few.
This potential exposure helps to explain why Select Committee membership continues to be viewed as a
good opportunity for ambitious backbenchers looking to make a name for themselves. With 140 new MPs
in this Parliament, a high proportion of the MPs we previously picked out as ‘ones to watch’ have made their
way onto Committees and will be looking to use the opportunity to establish themselves as policy experts,
big thinkers or to advance their own campaign objectives.
Additionally, Select Committee Chairs continue to be seen as an attractive option for senior MPs who don’t
fancy their chances of securing a frontbench position. This Parliament sees former Health Secretary Jeremy
Hunt taking over Chairmanship of the Health Committee, whilst former BEIS Secretary Greg Clark will lead
the Science and Technology Committee. Former Defence Minister Tobias Ellwood takes over on Defence
and former Treasury Minister Mel Stride continues in his role as Chair of the infamous Treasury Committee.
Nearly 12 weeks after the election, the majority of Committee membership was formally approved earlier
this week, and they will waste no time in getting underway with work on their chosen areas of focus. With
plenty of new faces providing opportunities for businesses looking to engage, we hope you find this a useful
guide as you acquaint yourself with the class of 2020.
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Treasury Select Committee
Chair Profile:
Mel Stride
Conservative
After standing unopposed following a brief stint as Chair pre-General Election, Stride has been re-elected to
lead the high-profile Treasury Committee.
First elected in 2010, Stride has ministerial experience having served – albeit briefly – as Leader of the House
and for a longer period as Financial Secretary to the Treasury. He plans on using his experience in the former
role to aid him in reaching out across the House in “open spirit”.
Of greater importance, his experience in the latter means he brings an understanding of the Treasury, particularly
how it reaches decisions and translates them into legislation and action. Stride believes this experience will be
invaluable in leading the TSC in its scrutiny of Government, and whilst MPs across the House supported him in
his re-election, expect controversy when the Committee is inevitably put under pressure to scrutinise Treasury
decisions made during Stride’s own tenure, most notably related to the loan charge.
An entrepreneur by background, Stride will take a particular interest in fair business taxation and fair banking.
Naturally a fiscal Conservative, he will be on the side of small businesses and the high street rather than big
tech and is keen to present himself as a big thinker.

Likely Committee Priorities:
1. Regional imbalances:
The TSC will pay close attention to how the Government’s “levelling up” agenda impacts the economy
and in particular whether it serves to address economic imbalances across the regions. Work will be broad
ranging – including the decline of the high street and access to cash - and regional visits may play a part.
2. Economic implications of trade deals:
The Committee is getting up and running just as the UK begins trade negotiations with the EU and the US.
The TSC will play a role in scrutinising the Government’s proposals for capitalising on trade opportunities
whilst managing the risks. Stride’s own experience means a focus on tariffs, customs and excise is likely.
3. Business taxation:
Given Stride’s own professional background, he is keen for the Committee to undertake further work on
business rates and to consider the effectiveness of business tax reliefs which he believes could work harder
for business across the UK. The Committee is also likely to wade in on the debate over a digital services tax.

Member Profiles:
Steve Baker, Conservative - Returning
The only returning Conservative to the Committee, Baker became a household name as
leader of the Eurosceptic European Research Group. Will be keen to demonstrate continued
influence through work on trade deals.
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One to Watch: Anthony Browne, Conservative - New
As the CEO of the British Bankers’ Association, Browne led the banking industry through the
reforms in the wake of the financial crisis. He has also formerly worked as a Johnson aide; a
journalist and head of a think tank.
Julie Marson, Conservative - New
A former banker, Councillor and magistrate, Marson has been vocal on supporting rural SMEs
and will take an interest in ensuring opportunities from Brexit are felt in both the City of
London and across the country.
Rushanara Ali, Labour - Returning
Ali led the previous Committee’s work on economic crime and will continue to follow financial
firms’ action to combat this, as well as pushing for progress on diversity in the City.
Angela Eagle, Labour - New
A trade unionist by background, Eagle will take a tough stance on organisations she perceives
to be acting unfairly towards consumers or staff. Her long career in Parliament has included
stints in DWP and Treasury.
Liz Kendall, Labour - New
Has a long running interest in social care and previously acted as Shadow Minister for Care
and Older People. As well as the consequences of an ageing society, Kendall will also push
for organisations to do more on climate change.
One to Watch: Alison McGovern, Labour - Returning
A TSC member since 2017, McGovern is keen to scrutinise the real-life impact of the
Government’s “levelling up” agenda for those currently living in poverty. Will be taking a
leading role in the Committee’s work on regional imbalances and particularly the decline of
high streets as a result of increased digitisation.
Harriett Baldwin, Conservative - New
Despite just joining the TSC, Baldwin brings significant experience, having previously served
as City Minister. Will scrutinise financial fraud and whether the financial services sector is
“letting customers down”.
Alison Thewliss, SNP - Returning
The SNP’s Shadow Chancellor, Thewliss will ensure the party’s voice is heard on the Committee.
Will bring a strong focus on green finance ahead of COP26 taking place in her constituency.
Felicity Buchan, Conservative - New
Won the three-way marginal of Kensington from Labour with a majority of just 150. Another
new MP bringing significant experience in financial services to the Committee.
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Business, Energy and Industrial Strategy Committee
Chair Profile:
Rachel Reeves MP
Labour
Rachel Reeves has been the Member of Parliament for Leeds West since 2010, and became Chair of the
Business, Energy and Industrial Strategy Committee in 2017, after a two-year stint on the Treasury Select
Committee.
During her time as Chair, Reeves led the high-profile joint inquiry into the collapse of Carillion alongside the
Work and Pensions Select Committee, and issues such as corporate governance, fair pay, and the gender
pay gap are of significant personal interest to her. Reeves is well respected across the House, and under her
chairmanship we should expect the Committee to remain a proactive and authoritative voice on corporate
failures and sustainability.
Prior to being elected Reeves was an economist at the Bank of England and British Embassy in Washington
D.C. She also worked for the bank HBOS ahead of her election.

Likely Committee Priorities:
1. Climate change and sustainable growth:
Ahead of the COP26 conference in Glasgow, we can expect the Committee to have a close eye on ensuring
the Government and private sector are playing their part in ensuring the conference is a success, and
supporting policies to tackle climate change that are ambitious and effective.
2. EU trade negotiations:
There is speculation that the Department for Business, Energy, and Industrial Strategy will be play an
important role in the forthcoming trade negotiations with the EU and USA. Ensuring the Department receives
adequate scrutiny as negotiations develop, and any agreement on trade is meeting the needs of business
and consumers will be high on the agenda.
3. Corporate excess:
Reeves was quick to open inquiries and hold evidence sessions following the collapse of Carillion and
Thomas Cook. The Committee is likely to take a similar approach to corporate malpractice in this Parliament,
while closely considering progress in corporate governance and audit reform.

Member Profiles:
Alexander Stafford, Conservative - New
The first Conservative MP to represent Rother Valley in its 101-year history as a constituency.
Stafford will want to ensure the Government is delivering on its infrastructure commitments
for the ‘blue wall’ seats.
Cont. overleaf
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One to Watch: Mark Jenkinson, Conservative - New
Jenkinson ran as a UKIP candidate in 2015 but has now become the first Conservative MP
for Workington since 1979. As a Brexiteer and former apprentice at British Steel, Jenkinson
is likely to take an interest in assessing opportunities for British industry to cut EU ‘red tape’.
Peter Kyle, Labour - Returning
A member of the Committee since 2016, Kyle has taken an interest in post office closures,
nuclear policy, and corporate excess during his time on the Committee.
Pat McFadden, Labour - New
McFadden is a former Business Minister and will bring experience and policy expertise to the
Committee, having spent the previous Parliament as a member of the Exiting the EU Committee.
Anna McMorrin, Labour - New
Previously a member of the Environmental Audit Committee, McMorrin is likely to take an interest
in COP26, and whether businesses are doing enough to respond to the threat of climate change.
Alan Brown, SNP - New
Currently the Shadow SNP Spokesperson for Transport, Infrastructure and Energy. Brown
will be the sole representative for the SNP on the Committee and can be expected to ensure
Scottish businesses are receiving adequate attention.
Richard Fuller, Conservative - New
Returning to Parliament as the MP for North East Bedfordshire after defeat at the 2017 General
Election, Fuller has been re-appointed to the Committee that he served on between 2016-17.
He previously showed an interest in corporate governance and labour market reform.
One to Watch: Nusrat Ghani, Conservative - New
Ghani joins the Committee after being sacked as a junior Transport Minister in the recent
Government reshuffle, despite having been considered a contender to oversee the High
Speed 2 rail line construction.
Paul Howell, Conservative - New
Howell is the first Conservative MP for Sedgefield since 1931. A former accountant, Howell has
joined the all-party parliamentary groups for industrial heritage and coalfield communities, so is
likely to take an interest in promoting the economic growth and regeneration of northern towns.
Mark Pawsey, Conservative - Returning
A member of the All-Party Parliamentary Groups on manufacturing, microbusinesses,
packaging, and small business, Pawsey retains his spot on the Committee that he has held
since 2017.
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Work and Pensions Committee
Chair Profile:
Stephen Timms MP
Labour
Stephen Timms was elected Chair in January 2020, after his predecessor Frank Field lost his seat in the
2019 election. Timms is well-liked amongst colleagues and brings extensive experience on welfare and
pensions policy, having previously served in several Ministerial roles as a Minister at the Department of
Social Security; Work and Pensions (DWP); Treasury; and the Department of Business, Innovation and Skills.
Timms led Labour’s Opposition team on the Bill which set up Universal Credit, and since 2015 has served
on the Education and Brexit Committees, and chaired the Parliamentary Labour Party’s backbench DWP
Committee.
Given his experience and policy expertise, we should expect the Committee to refrain from taking a partisan
approach and instead lean towards a more forensic look at Departmental policy. This is already evident in
Timms’ approach to looking at Universal Credit, arguing that merging benefits to simplify the system was a
good idea, but implementation has been problematic.
Timms has a track record of working cross party, and the Committee can expect to be one of the most
successful in building consensus across its core policy issues.

Likely Committee Priorities:
1. Universal Credit:
The implementation of Universal Credit continues to be problematic and controversial for the Government.
The Committee has played a critical role in its scrutiny since its inception, and this will continue to be one of
the main issues it grapples with.
2. Disability employment:
The Government has committed to publishing a National Disability Strategy by the end of the year. This is
expected to cover practical proposals on closing the disability employment gap, and how the Government can
improve assessment experiences with the Employment and Support Allowance and Personal Independence
Payments (PIP).
3. Pensions:
Monitoring progress with auto-enrolment and the pensions dashboard will be high on the Committee’s
agenda, as will the implementation of Collective Defined Contribution (CDC) Pensions. The Committee will
also want to assess the continued impact of the pension freedoms, and whether enough is being done to
protect savers from pension scams.
4. Child support:
Timms has stated he is eager to review the current system for child support, and whether it is delivering the
support which children need and is accessible and fair to parents.
Cont. overleaf
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Member Profiles:
Neil Coyle, Labour - Returning
Coyle returns to the Committee, having previously been involved in driving the Committee’s
work on Universal Credit, the benefit freeze, and PIP.
Shaun Bailey, Conservative - New
At 27, Bailey is one the youngest newly elected MPs. Prior to his election he worked as a
trainee solicitor.
Nigel Mills, Conservative - Returning
The Chair of the All-Party Parliamentary Group on Pensions returns to the Committee and will
continue to bring his expertise on pension policy to bear.
Selaine Saxby, Conservative - New
A new MP who before her election worked as a secondary school maths teacher. Saxby also
ran an online business for many years.
One to Watch: Debbie Abrahams, Labour - New
A former Shadow Secretary of State for Work and Pensions, Abrahams returns to the
Committee she sat on between 2011-15. She has previously been vocal on welfare policy.
Steve McCabe, Labour - Returning
A member of the Committee since 2015, McCabe has proved knowledgeable on both welfare
and pension policy. McCabe sought the Chairmanship but failed to win enough support to
make it onto the ballot. Expect punchy interventions when he disagrees with witnesses.
One to Watch: Siobhan Baillie, Conservative - New
Previously Head of Policy and Communications for OnePlusOne, a national charity dedicated
to strengthening families and relationships, Baillie is likely to take an interest in areas around
social justice. She is also a qualified solicitor.
Dr Ben Spencer, Conservative - New
Spencer is a psychiatrist who has worked at both King’s College Hospital and Maudsley Hospital.
He will provide expertise on the areas the Committee investigates in relation to mental health.
Chris Stephens, SNP - Returning
Prior to his election, Stephen was employed by Glasgow City Council, and was a senior UNISON
activist representing trade union members on issues such as disability and discrimination,
occupational pension protection, and on equal pay matters.
Sir Desmond Swayne, Conservative - New
An experienced MP, Swayne has served on several Committees since his election in 1997. Swayne
was close to former Conservative Prime Minister David Cameron, serving as his PPS during his
time as Leader of the Opposition, and then for two years while Cameron was Prime Minister.
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Committee on the Future Relationship with the EU
Chair Profile:
Hilary Benn MP
Labour
Hilary Benn was elected unopposed as Chair of the Committee on the Future Relationship with the European
Union – a re-brand of the former Exiting the EU Committee. An experienced MP, Benn has held a wide range
of frontbench posts both in Government and Opposition. He served in both Tony Blair’s and Gordon Brown’s
Cabinet as Secretary of State for International Development and Secretary of State for Environment, Food
and Rural Affairs. Under Jeremy Corbyn’s leadership he was sacked as Shadow Foreign Secretary in the
aftermath of the EU referendum.
As a Remain supporter, Benn proved a tough interrogator of Ministers during the Article 50 process. As the
Committee changes its focus to the future UK-EU trading relationship, Ministers will expect Benn to take a
similar hard-line approach. The challenge Benn has is to try and build consensus amongst colleagues from
all parties on a particularly large Committee, something it failed to achieve during the last Parliament which
at times damaged its credibility. Benn’s pragmatism and likeability among his peers will be essential to try
and keep the Committee united in its inquiries and tone.

Likely Committee Priorities:
1. Trade negotiation with the EU:
As the name of the Committee suggests, its focus will almost entirely be taken up with scrutinising the
negotiations and the impact of any deal that is or isn’t agreed. There will be a lot for the Committee to
assess, including tariff and barrier-free trade in goods, access to European markets for services, immigration
arrangements from the EU and future cooperation with our European neighbours in areas such as science
and research, transport, consumer safety, data transfer, foreign policy and security.
2. Brexit legislation:
The Committee will also want to keep a close eye on the progress of the Brexit Bills announced in the
Queen’s Speech, including those on immigration, fisheries, trade, and agriculture.

Members to watch:
Below are the MPs we think will provide the most interesting dynamic to the Committee’s work:
Peter Bone, Conservative - Returning
Bone is a prominent Eurosceptic and will be an advocate for walking away from trade
negotiations if the EU insist on level-playing field provisions.
One to Watch: Joanna Cherry, SNP - Returning
One of the SNP’s highest profile MPs, Cherry has been a vocal opponent of Brexit and has been
involved in court cases related to the Government’s prorogation of Parliament, and attempts
to compel Boris Johnson to seek an extension to Article 50. She is the SNP’s Justice & Home
Affairs Spokesperson, and these issues will be a focus of her interests on the Committee.
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Sir Christopher Chope, Conservative - Returning
A veteran Conservative MP, Chope is on the right of the party and is another prominent
Eurosceptic. As a committee member, he is likely to be a vocal advocate for taking a hard-line
approach to negotiations.
One to Watch: Antony Higginbotham, Conservative - New
Higginbotham backed Brexit and prior to entering Parliament, worked for NatWest focusing
on the bank’s Brexit preparations.
Stephen Kinnock, Labour - Returning
Kinnock has in-depth experience of business and working internationally after twenty years in
the private sector. Was a vocal advocate for pursuing an EEA-type model.
Rupa Huq, Labour - New
An MP since 2015, Huq has been a vocal opponent of Brexit, and before her election was
a senior lecturer in Sociology and Criminology. Huq is likely to take an interest in ensuring
London is not negatively impacted as a result of leaving the EU.
Seema Malhotra, Labour - Returning
Former Shadow Chief Secretary to the Treasury, Malhotra played an instrumental role on the
Committee in pressing the Government to publish its impact assessments on leaving the EU. She
is a Labour moderate with a background in management consultancy with Accenture and PwC.
Nicola Richards, Conservative - New
One of the youngest new Members of Parliament at 26, Richards has worked for several different
MPs and for the Mayor of the West Midlands, Andy Street. She is well connected and will look
to use her position on the Committee to make a name for herself.
One to Watch: Wes Streeting, Labour - New
Formerly a member of the Treasury Committee, Streeting has been vocal in his belief that
leaving the EU is a bad idea. An influential figure amongst the moderate wing of the Labour
Party, we can expect Streeting to be a vocal member of the Committee.

Other members of the committee include:
•
•
•
•
•
•

Mark Eastwood MP (Conservative)
Florence Eshalomi MP (Labour)
Mark Fletcher MP (Conservative)
Sally-Ann Hart MP (Conservative)
Nigel Mills MP (Conservative)
Matthew Pennycook MP (Labour)

•
•
•
•
•

Gary Sambrook MP (Conservative)
Jane Stevenson MP (Conservative)
Matt Vickers MP (Conservative)
Dr Jamie Wallis MP (Conservative)
Dr Philippa Whitford MP (SNP)
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International Trade Committee
Chair Profile:
Angus MacNeil
SNP
Angus MacNeil fought a closer-than-expected race to the Chair with Hannah Bardell MP, winning re-election
to a post he has held since 2017 by just twenty-six votes. He is also currently a member of the SNP’s trade
team working under Stewart Hosie MP, the Party’s Shadow Secretary of State for International Trade.
An MP since 2005 representing the Western Isles in Scotland, MacNeil is an ardent supporter of Scottish
independence. He has criticised Nicola Sturgeon for “dithering” and not embracing a ‘Plan B’ route to
independence which he suggests should involve a consultative referendum that does not require permission
from the UK Government. He has spoken out against Brexit, but also opposed holding a second EU
referendum.
As Chair of the International Trade Committee, MacNeil is expected to continue working in a bipartisan
way to scrutinise the UK Government’s trade negotiations and policies. He has attempted to de-politicise
the Committee, describing how “this is not about political parties, this is about the aerospace industry,
pharmaceuticals, car manufacturers…amongst many other industries.”

Likely Committee Priorities:
1. Trade Bills:
The Committee will closely monitor the passage of the Trade Bill throughout this Parliament. MacNeil has
said that he has “already had contact with the Department of International Trade about just how we will
scrutinise trade bills going forward.”
2. EU FTA:
In the previous Parliament, the Committee published several reports on UK-EU trade arrangements and is
expected to be prominent during negotiations this year as the UK seeks to secure a free trade agreement with
the EU. One of the first responsibilities for the Committee will be to scrutinise the trade mandate for UK officials.
3. US FTA:
One of the Committee’s key roles in this parliamentary term will be to scrutinise negotiations with the US.
MacNeil has previously criticised the prospects of a US-UK Free Trade Agreement (FTA), describing how the
cost of Brexit greatly outweighs the benefits of a US FTA.

Member Profiles:
Robert Courts, Conservative - New
A trained barrister and Brexiteer who won former Prime Minister David Cameron’s seat in
a by-election in 2016. Courts resigned as a Parliamentary Private Secretary at the Foreign
Office over Theresa May’s Chequers plan.
Cont. overleaf
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Mark Garnier, Conservative - New
Garnier served as the Parliamentary Under-Secretary at the Department of International Trade
for nearly two years. He was previously a fund manager and set up his own investment firm
before becoming an MP.
Paul Girvan, DUP - New
The DUP’s spokesperson for Transport and Education since 2017, Girvan replaces Emma
Little Pengelly as the DUP’s sole voice on the Committee.
One to Watch: Sir Mark Hendrick, Labour - Returning
A chartered engineer, Hendrick is a former MEP that is deeply involved in foreign policy. He is
part of the UK Delegation to the OSCE Parliamentary Assembly in Copenhagen and is currently
involved in several APPGs including the APPGs for Norway, China and the British-German Group.
One to Watch: Mark Menzies, Conservative - New
Menzies has been the Prime Minister’s Trade Envoy to Argentina, Colombia, Chile, and Peru
since December 2018. He has been an ardent supporter of reducing tariffs on British-made
exported goods.
Gareth Thomas, Labour - Returning
An MP since 1997 and on the soft left of the Party, Thomas has been critical of the Government
throughout the Brexit process. He has warned that a US trade deal would result in “significant
reductions” in standards.
Martin Vickers, Conservative - New
A strong proponent of Brexit, Vickers chairs the APPG for Freeports as well as Kosovo. He
was also a long-standing member of the Transport Committee between 2012 and 2018.
Matt Western, Labour - Returning
Shortly after becoming an MP in 2017, Western joined the Committee following an industry
career involving marketing, finance and procurement. Since joining the Committee, he has
said that he struggles to see any positives in leaving the EU.
Mick Whitley, Labour - New
Elected at the 2019 General Election, Momentum-backed Whitley replaces Frank Field as MP
for Birkenhead. Whitley understands the car industry as a former car plant worker before he
rose within the trade union movement to become a regional secretary for Unite the Union.
Craig Williams, Conservative - New
Williams re-entered Parliament in 2019 after working as a Special Advisor at the Department
for Exiting the European Union. He had previously represented Cardiff North between 2015
and 2017, during which time he was Parliamentary Private Secretary to then Chief Secretary
to the Treasury David Gauke.
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Home Affairs Committee
Chair Profile:
Rt Hon Yvette Cooper
Labour
Cooper was re-elected unopposed to this post having first been elected as Chair of the Committee in
October 2016. An MP since 1997, she represents the Yorkshire constituency of Normanton, Pontefract and
Castleford. Cooper is a highly experienced backbench MP having served as the first female Chief Secretary
to the Treasury and as Shadow Home Secretary for four years between 2011 and 2015.
In the previous Parliament, Cooper was extremely critical of Home Secretary Priti Patel on post-Brexit
security, and proved a tough interrogator with Ministers on post-Brexit immigration plans, particularly around
implementation of the EU Settlement Scheme.
As Chair of the Committee, Cooper has said that she doesn’t want to just scrutinise the work of the Home
Office but also shine a light on new approaches to solving the traditional issues faced in this area. In
addition, we can expect her to continue enhancing the Committee’s reputation as it forensically assesses
the Government’s immigration and security proposals. Under Cooper’s chairmanship, it will continue to be
a Committee that demands significant preparation from any Minister giving evidence.

Likely Committee Priorities:
1. Online safety:
In the previous Parliament, the Committee paid attention to the intersection of social media and terrorism.
Cooper explicitly highlights in her candidacy statement how her Committee critiqued the progress social
media companies are making, dealing with extremism and crime online. With the Government planning
to introduce legislation following a consultation on ‘Online Harms’ alongside other steps to curb online
extremism, the Committee will play an important role in this process.
2. Immigration:
A key task of the Committee will be to scrutinise the implementation of the Government’s proposed pointbased immigration system. Cooper has also previously warned how the settled status scheme from EU
citizens could result in a repeat of the Windrush scandal and will be keen to review progress in ensuring all
those who are eligible have registered.
3. Law and order:
The Committee has responsibility for scrutinising the Government’s wide remit over law and order policies,
which includes policing in England & Wales. With the Government pledging to recruit 20,000 new police
offers, the Committee is expected to closely monitor this process. Cooper will be keen to continue the
Committee’s pressure campaigns, which in the previous Parliament strengthened legislation on the Domestic
Abuse Bill, particularly on the issues of crime, extremism, injustice and protecting the vulnerable.

Member Profiles:
Janet Daby, Labour - Returning
Elected in a 2018 by-election, Daby had been a member of the Committee for six months prior
to the 2019 election. She was previously part of the Mayor of Lewisham’s Cabinet responsible
for community safety.
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One to Watch: Dehenna Davison, Conservative - New
Davison has become one of the most talked about newly elected Conservative MPs
representing part of the ‘blue wall’ in the North of England. She hopes to champion policies
that combat violence.
Stephen Doughty, Labour - Returning
An MP since 2012, former humanitarian worker Doughty has served in the Labour Shadow
Treasury, Business and Foreign Office teams. He was a strong critic of the Windrush scandal
and supports greater police funding.
One to Watch: Ruth Edwards, Conservative - New
A former Head of Cyber Security Strategy at BT, Edwards had previously been employed by
the Committee. Has authored two reports on the future of the court system and the role of
police and crime commissioners.
Laura Farris, Conservative - New
A qualified barrister specialising in employment law, Farris entered Parliament in December
2019. She is a former journalist that has also worked in US politics.
Simon Fell, Conservative - New
The first Conservative MP for Barrow & Furner in 27 years, Fell has described his passion
as tackling poverty and homelessness. His previous job involved protecting vulnerable
individuals from financial crime.
Adam Holloway, Conservative - New
Elected in 2005, former soldier Holloway sat on the Defence Committee for eight years. He
has a keen interest in tackling rough sleeping having covered the issue as a journalist.
Tim Loughton, Conservative - Returning
A long-standing MP, Loughton previously worked as a City fund manager. He has sat on the
Home Affairs Committee since 2014, having previously served as Children’s Minister.
Holly Lynch, Labour - New
Lynch joins the committee having previously sat on the Labour frontbench as Shadow
Flooding, Fishing & Coastal Communities Minster. She has championed a campaign to
protect emergency service workers.
Stuart C McDonald, SNP - Returning
A former human rights lawyer, McDonald is the SNP’s spokesperson for immigration as
well as on legal issues. Will continue to be strongly critical of the Government’s post-Brexit
immigration system plans.
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Health and Social Care Committee
Chair Profile:
Rt Hon Jeremy Hunt MP
Conservative
Hunt is one of four former ministers elected to chair Select Committees of the departments they have
recently worked in. An MP since 2005, representing South West Surrey, Hunt has been a Government
Minister since May 2010. He became Secretary of State for Health in September 2012, serving in this post
for nearly six years making him the longest-serving Health Secretary.
With this experience, Hunt has said he is “best placed to ask the searching questions that will truly hold the
Government to account.” However, his election win has been criticised by some who argue he will ultimately
be scrutinising policy which “will have been his doing”. Hunt also has a contentious relationship with NHS
workers, having been Health Secretary during a contract dispute which resulted in the first doctor’s strike
in 40 years.
Hunt’s recognition of the need to combat the social care and mental health crises in the UK lays out the likely
direction of the Committee in the foreseeable future. A strong proponent of technology in the NHS, he will
also be eager to keep a close eye on these developments made in mental health.

Likely Committee Priorities:
1. Coronavirus:
The potential impact of the coronavirus outbreak, lessons the UK can learn from the outbreak, and the
Government’s preparations for the virus to escalate will all be key questions for the Committee to consider.
2. Social care:
The Government has said that it will urgently seek a cross-party consensus on social care reform, which
provides an opportunity for this committee to lead the way on cross-party thinking. One of Hunt’s top
priorities as Chair will be to scrutinise the social care crisis, highlighting in his candidacy statement that his
responsibilities as Health Secretary did not cover social care for “long enough to bring forward reforms or more crucially - a funding settlement for social care.”
3. Mental health:
With the Government planning to reform the Mental Health Act through a white paper and legislation
expected this year, this Committee will have the responsibility of scrutinising the Government’s proposals.
Hunt has highlighted the need for greater capacity in the mental health system and has pledged that the
Committee will do an annual report on Government progress.
4. Workforce:
The Government has committed to employing 50,000 new nurses and has endorsed a 10-year workforce
plan for the NHS. With the most recent workforce figures indicating a decrease of over a thousand full-time
GPs since September 2015, one of the key tasks of the Committee will be to scrutinise the Government’s
NHS workforce policies.
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Member Profiles:
Paul Bristow, Conservative - New
Elected in 2019, Bristow was previously a public affairs consultant. He has written about the
need to increase funding to the NHS and the need to prioritise healthcare.
Amy Callaghan, SNP - New
Callaghan unseated Liberal Democrat leader Jo Swinson in 2019 and as a cancer survivor
she has close personal experience of the NHS. She helped to produce a report on how
cancer impacts mental health.
Rosie Cooper, Labour - Returning
Cooper has sat on the committee since 2010 and has been acutely involved in health policy
for most of her career. She was previously Parliamentary Private Secretary to Ben Bradshaw
when he was Health Minister.
Dr James Davies, Conservative - New
Davies returns to the same Committee that he sat on between 2015 and 2017 before he
lost his seat. A GP for over 15 years specialising in dementia, Davies has said that his top
priorities include health and social care.
One to Watch: Dr Luke Evans, Conservative - New
A GP for nearly 13 years, newly elected Evans comes from a family of NHS workers. He has
previously argued that the NHS budget must be sustainable.
James Murray, Labour - New
Former Deputy Mayor of Housing for the Mayor of London, Murray specialised in housing
policy. Last month, he led a debate on ‘User Led Social Care’, emphasising the need to tackle
the social care crisis.
Taiwo Owatemi, Labour - New
Owatemi had been working as an NHS pharmacist and later in health policy for the Young
Fabian Health Network before being elected in 2019. She previously interned for Conservative
MP Oliver Letwin.
Sarah Owen, Labour - New
Owen has substantial public sector experience having worked for the NHS as a care worker
and in local Government. Before becoming an MP in 2019, she was a political officer for the
GMB trade union and served on Labour’s ruling NEC.
Dean Russell, Conservative - New
A marketing and communications expert, Russell has been a strategic advisor to a wide array
of Government and non-Government bodies. He helped the Department for Health review its
NHS website landscape.
One to Watch: Laura Trott, Conservative - New
David Cameron’s former director of strategic communications, Trott also worked on education
and family policy in the Cameron Government. As an experienced media performer, she is
likely to be an active voice on the committee.
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Transport Committee
Chair Profile:
Huw Merriman
Conservative
Huw Merriman was elected as the MP for Bexhill and Battle in 2015 and has been a member of the Transport
Committee since then. He managed to win the support of former chair and Labour MP Lilian Greenwood to
win the Chairmanship and claims that is was the poor local transport offer in his home constituency that has
spurred his interest in this area of transport policy.
Merriman believes the transport sector too often fails to deliver value in the UK, with the main issues including
a lack of competition, accountability and responsibility. With several long-term transport projects – including
HS2, Heathrow expansion, and “levelling-up” transport in the north – on the Government’s agenda, the
Transport Committee has an opportunity to play a leading role in driving transport infrastructure policy that
was a key element of the Government’s manifesto.
Merriman has said he will ensure that in his approach to inquiries the Committees will consider environmental,
economic and community costs. He will also seek bring the Committee to constituencies impacted by
transport infrastructure, and communicate key findings and recommendations so MPs can use this in their
own casework.

Likely Committee Priorities:
1. HS2:
Whilst Merriman is a high-profile supporter of the HS2 project, he has been critical of the increase in cost
to the project which he believes requires tighter fiscal discipline. He is likely to use his new role to scrutinise
the development of HS2.
2. Ultra-local transport links:
Merriman has pledged to get the Committee to take evidence in constituencies impacted by transport
issues, which could see the Committee shine a light on lesser known, ultra-local transport issues. This
would fit in well with the Government’s ‘levelling-up’ agenda.
3. Buses:
A personal champion of bus services, Merriman has previously campaigned for bus services to be awarded
“asset of community value” status to allow them to benefit for extra protections before facing cancellation.
It is likely he’ll use the Committee to investigate ways to modernise and protect local bus services.
4. Automatic compensation
Merriman has previously raised awareness of the lack of compensation claimed by eligible train commuters.
He has led a campaign to call on service providers to invest unclaimed funds into creating better technology
to make it easier for customers to claim back compensation. He may well use the Committee to drive this
campaign forward.
Cont. overleaf
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Member Profiles:
Ruth Cadbury, Labour - Returning
Cadbury spent 25 years as a local councillor before becoming an MP in 2015. She campaigned
against Heathrow expansion.
One to Watch: Lilian Greenwood, Labour - New
A former Trade Union official, Greenwood is the former Chair of the Transport Committee and
also spent time as Shadow Transport Secretary.
Simon Jupp, Conservative - New
A radio presenter by trade, Jupp has spent the last few years as a Conservative Special
Adviser before being elected in a safe seat in the recent election.
Robert Largan, Conservative - New
A member of the new ‘blue wall’, Largan is a former accountant and MP Staffer.

One to Watch: Chris Loder, Conservative - New
A well qualified new member of the Transport Committee, before joining Parliament in 2019,
Loder was “Head of New Trains” for South Western Railway.
Karl McCartney, Conservative - New
McCartney is picking up where he left off on the Transport Committee after he lost his Lincoln
seat in the 2017 election amid an expenses scandal.
Grahame Morris, Labour - Returning
A natural Corbyn ally, Morris has supported rail nationalisation since 2015. He previously
served as Shadow Secretary for Communities and Local Government.
Gavin Newlands, SNP - New
A big sports fan, Newlands is the SNP’s Sports Spokesman and Chairs the APPG for Sports.

Greg Smith, Conservative - New
As the MP for Buckingham, Smith is opposed to HS2. He previously worked in design and
marketing.
One to Watch: Sam Tarry, Labour - New
Despite being a new MP, Tarry has a natural affiliation to the Transport Committee having
previously worked as an officer at the Transport Salaried Staffs’ Association.
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Environmental Audit Committee
Chair Profile:
Philip Dunne MP
Conservative
Philip Dunne has been the Member of Parliament for Ludlow since 2005. He has Ministerial experience
under both David Cameron and Theresa May.
Before his election, Dunne worked as an investment banker and also co-founded the bookshop Ottaker’s.
He has been a member of the Environmental Audit Committee since 2018, during which time his interests
included: adaptation for climate change through better NHS preparedness for heatwaves; more transparency
to encourage Green Finance and greening of UK export finance; and in improving biodiversity, air, water and
soil quality.
Given the increased focus on climate change and sustainability in this Parliament, the Committee will have the
opportunity to push the agenda in helping the UK become one of the first countries to reach net zero emissions.

Likely Committee Priorities:
1. Green innovation and technology:
Dunne said he intends to explore how British innovators in technology can build on existing UK world
leading strengths in finance, green energy and engineering.
2. COP26 action:
Dunne intends to push the Government, local authorities, and local communities on their plans to lead the
way internationally to commit to action at COP26. Recent reports that the Government is under prepared for
this will increase pressure on Parliament to effectively scrutinise plans in this area.
3. Environment Bill:
The Committee is likely to take an active role in scrutinising the passage of the ongoing Environment Bill
which focusses on waste and resource efficiency, air quality, water, nature and biodiversity and conservation.
4. Office for Environmental Protection (OEP):
The Environment Bill is creating a new regulatory body to hold the Government to account on environmental
targets. The Committee is likely to scrutinise the set up and functions of this new body once the Environment
Bill passes.

Member Profiles:
One to Watch: Duncan Baker, Conservative - New
Baker is the new Conservative MP for Norfolk North, is a chartered accountant, and a member
of the Conservative Environment Network caucus.
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Feryal Clark, Labour - New
Clark is another 2019 intake MP. She is on the right of the Labour Party and is Labour’s first
ever Kurdish MP.
Sir Christopher Chope, Conservative - New
Chope has been an MP since 1983, is sceptical about the impact of climate change, and is
known for his filibustering of backbench Private Members Bills on the principle, regardless of
how much public support they have.
Robert Goodwill, Conservative - Returning
A natural fit for the role, Goodwill is a long-standing MP with a family farm in Yorkshire and is
a former junior DEFRA Minister.
Ian Levy, Conservative - New
Levy is a confident member of the new Conservative intake having won his ‘blue wall’ seat in
Blyth Valley for the first ever time for the Conservatives. He was previously a health care assistant.
Marco Longhi, Conservative - New
Before being elected in December, Longhi ran his own property management company.

One to Watch: Caroline Lucas, Green - Returning
Still powering on as the only ever Green MP, Lucas has been a vocal fixture of the Environmental
Audit Committee since 2010.
Jerome Mayhew, Conservative - New
As the former Managing Director of Go Ape, Mayhew has a lot of experience of the natural
environment. He is also the son of former Cabinet Minister Patrick Mayhew.
Kerry McCarthy, Labour - Returning
McCarthy has been an MP since 2005 and has had a plethora of roles, which peaked with
Shadow Environment Secretary in 2015-2016. She is a passionate vegan and has written
books about “industrial” music bands.
John McNally, SNP - Returning
A popular local Councillor turned MP in 2015, McNally is also the SNP’s spokesperson on
the Environment. He formerly chaired the APPG on flood prevention and is likely to maintain
a keen interest in weather events caused by climate change.
Dr Matthew Offord, Conservative - Returning
Offord is a doctor of Geography with a passion for water sports, having been a lifeguard,
sailor and scuba diving instructor.
Cont. overleaf
Cicero/AMO / 21

One to Watch: Alex Sobel, Labour - Returning
Sobel is a life-long environmental campaigner and has been a champion of green issues
in Parliament since his election in 2017. He is also an executive member of the Socialist
Environment and Resources Network (SERA), the Labour Party’s environment campaign.
Shailesh Vara, Conservative - New
A trained solicitor, Vara had a career as a senior legal adviser and business consultant before
becoming an MP in 2005. He also has ministerial experience in the Department for Work and
Pensions, the Ministry for Justice and mostly recently, the Northern Ireland Office.
Claudia Webbe, Labour - New
Webbe is from the left of the Labour Party, having been an adviser to Ken Livingstone as Mayor.
She supported Jeremy Corbyn as leader and joined the Labour National Executive in 2016.
Nadia Whittome, Labour - New
At 23, Whittome is the ‘Baby of the House’ but has already gained attention haven spoken out
about how the current political environment makes her feel unwelcome as a female, working
class, and ethnic minority Member of Parliament.
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Housing, Communities and Local Government Committee
Chair Profile:
Clive Betts
Labour
Betts has been a Labour MP in Sheffield since 1992, initially for Sheffield Attercliffe and then for Sheffield
South East since 2010. Before becoming an MP, Betts spent over 15 years working in local government and
as an economist for local authorities. As an MP, Betts served as a Labour Party Whip under Tony Blair from
1996 to 2001 and was later elected as Chair of the Housing Communities and Local Government Committee
in 2010 owing to his extensive local Government experience.
Betts has chaired the Committee since 2010, making him the longest current serving Committee Chair. As
a result, he is a well-established voice in local government policy, homelessness and social housing. In the
last Parliament, the Committee showed its ability to work alongside the Health and Social Care Committee
on an inquiry into social care funding, and Betts will look to build upon that momentum as issues such as
housing and social care continue to be at the centre of local government policy.

Likely Committee Priorities:
1. Local Government structure:
Betts has said the remit of local government should be expended by being given more powers, and the
ability to raise revenue. The previous committee had begun an inquiry into devolution, and Betts has said he
expects the Government white paper on this issue will require attention.
2. Housing:
The Government has made several commitments in relation to housing that the Committee will be responsible
for scrutinising. This includes the building of social and affordable housing, as well as the fallout from the
tragedy at Grenfell Tower, particularly around building regulations, cladding and fire safety. The Committee
will also want to scrutinise the promised draft Bill on leasehold reform.
3. Local Government finances:
Betts has identified the Comprehensive Spending Review and the Fair Funding Review as critical points for
determining the level and shape of local government finance. As such, the Committee will want to ensure
social care services, children services, as well as other basic services, whether it be street repairs, libraries,
recreational services, parks, housing or the environment, are receiving appropriate funding.

Member Profiles:
One to Watch: Bob Blackman, Conservative - Returning
A long standing member of the Committee, Blackman has the accolade of being one of the
few MPs to be successful in getting Government support for a Private Members Bill (the
Homelessness Reduction Bill) to pass through the Commons.
Cont. overleaf
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Ian Byrne, Labour - New
A new MP, Bryne co-founded Fans Supporting Foodbanks, a community initiative by football
fans to tackle food poverty in Liverpool.
Brendan Clarke-Smith, Conservative - New
Clarke-Smith was named by The Guardian as one of the seven “most controversial” new
Conservative MPs. He argued during the election that food banks were being used both as a
“top up” and as a “political weapon”.
Ben Everitt, Conservative - New
Previously the Head of Strategy at the Institute of Chartered Accountants in England and
Wales, Everitt grew up on a farm and is likely to take a keen interest in protecting rural
communities and industries.
One to Watch: Paul Holmes, Conservative - New
A former Special Adviser to Damian Green at the Cabinet Office, Holmes was most recently
Head of Public Affairs for Clarion Housing, the UK’s largest housing association, and will
provide valued expertise on housing policy.
Rachel Hopkins, Labour - New
Hopkins is one of the few known Labour MPs to have voted for Brexit. She is on the left of
the party and has just been appointed as PPS to Shadow Justice Secretary, and candidate
for the Labour deputy leadership Richard Burgon.
Daniel Kawczynski, Conservative - New
Kawczynski joins the Committee having previously sat on the Justice, International
Development, Foreign Affairs, and Environment Committees. In the last Parliament he was
also appointed the Prime Minister’s Envoy to the Polish and Eastern European Diaspora.
Abena Oppong-Asare, Labour - New
Alongside Bell Ribeiro-Addy, Oppong-Asare is the first female Ghanaian-British MP. She was
previously Chair of Labour Women’s Network and served as a parliamentary assistant and
constituency liaison officer.
Mary Robinson, Conservative - Returning
One of the few returning MPs to the Committee, Robinson has sat in Parliament since 2015
and is likely to maintain an interest in the future of public parks, adult social care, homelessness
and capacity in the homebuilding industry.
Mohammad Yasin, Labour - Returning
Yasin joined the Committee in May 2019. His interest in local issues stems from his time
working as a mini cab driver and as a local councillor.
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Digital, Culture, Media and Sport Committee
Chair Profile:
Julian Knight
Conservative
Knight takes the role of Chair having built up copious experience on the Committee as a member since
2016. In this time, he was a strong critic of the BBC – a topic likely to dominate much of the Committee’s
time in the next Parliamentary session. The newly formed Committee is made of several ex-ministers and
high-profile MPs, including Damian Green and Steve Brine, so Knight will have his work cut out in asserting
his position.
Knight was elected to Parliament in 2015, representing the previous Liberal Democrat – Conservative
marginal of Solihull. Prior to joining the DCMS Committee, he served on the Housing, Communities and
Local Government Committee from 2015 to 2017. Though he hasn’t held ministerial roles, he has served as
Parliamentary Private Secretary across the Ministry of Justice, Department for Work and Pensions, and HM
Treasury during his tenure.
Before becoming an MP, Knight worked in journalism, predominantly covering personal finance and
consumer affairs at outlets such as the BBC and The Independent. He has consistently taken a strong
interest in consumer affairs throughout his time in Parliament, so expect this to feed into his focus as Chair.

Likely Committee Priorities:
1. The future of the BBC:
The BBC is short of friends in high places at the moment, with the Government recently questioning whether
it is “ready to embrace proper reform to ensure its long-term sustainability”. Unfortunately for the national
broadcaster, it won’t get any respite from the DCMS Committee. Setting out his priorities, Knight said the
organisation’s future was “far from assured”, adding that an “open conversation” was needed about its
future funding model.
2. Online harms:
The Government’s flagship online harms White Paper is set to be put on a statutory footing shortly, with
an ongoing debate over whether it goes far enough in making the UK the “safest place in the world to be
online”, or whether it goes too far in infringing upon free speech. One thing’s for sure, it will come under
fierce scrutiny from the Committee.
3. Rollout of broadband:
Knight has broadband providers in his sights. The Government has made bold commitments to the rollout of
gigabit broadband across the UK – a key feature of the 2019 election campaign - and the DCMS Committee
has promised to scrutinise the work of internet providers in “getting broadband done”. 5G is also expected
to come under further scrutiny in what is the Committee’s first inquiry of the new Parliamentary session.
Cont. overleaf
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Member Profiles:
One to Watch: Kevin Brennan, Labour - New
Brennan has copious front bench and shadow frontbench experience, currently serving as
Shadow Minister for Arts and Heritage. Under the leadership of Gordon Brown, he also acted
as Minister of State for the Third Sector.
Steve Brine, Conservative - New
Brine acted as Public Health Minister under Theresa May’s Government, resigning to vote
against the Government’s policy on Brexit. A staunch opponent to no deal, he also had the
whip removed by Boris Johnson in September 2019. He previously worked for the BBC.
Philip Davies, Conservative - New
Davies is known for his controversial campaigns against political correctness and feminism
in Parliament and is an ardent campaigner on men’s rights. The most rebellious serving
Conservative MP, don’t expect him to follow the Chair’s instruction on areas of focus.
Clive Efford, Labour - Returning
Efford has been on the green benches since 1997. As a regular on the Parliamentary Football
Team and former Shadow Sports Minister under Ed Miliband, Efford’s main interest on the
Committee will be sport.
Julie Elliott, Labour - Returning
Elliott has served on the DCMS Committee since 2017. She spent a brief stint as Shadow
Minister at the Department for Energy and Climate Change before leaving the frontbench as
Jeremy Corbyn was elected Labour leader.
One to Watch: Damian Green, Conservative - New
Green has held a number of Government positions in his two decades as an MP. Most
notably he was Secretary of State for Work and Pensions for a year before having to resign
for breaching the Ministerial code.
Jo Stevens, Labour - Returning
Owing to her background as a Welsh MP and former solicitor, Stevens served as Corbyn’s
Shadow Solicitor General and then Welsh Secretary before resigning in order to defy the
Labour whip and vote against triggering Article 50.
Damian Hinds, Conservative - New
Hinds spent 18 years working in the pubs, brewing and hotel industries before politics but in
Parliament he also served (albeit briefly) in Theresa May’s Cabinet as Education Secretary.
Giles Watling, Conservative - Returning
Watling was a TV and theatre actor before becoming an MP and, returning to the Committee
in 2020, he plans to promote discussions around culture which “often seem to fall by wayside
against issues in the sporting and digital worlds”.
John Nicolson, SNP - New
A former Scottish Journalist, Nicolson unseated Jo Swinson in East Dunbartonshire between
2015-2017. He returned to Parliament in 2019 as the MP for Ochil and South Perthshire and
is now the SNP’s DCMS spokesperson.
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About Cicero/AMO
Cicero/AMO is a full-service communications and market research agency. We design and deliver
award-winning corporate, brand, political and regulatory campaigns across all major business sectors
from our offices in London, Brussels and Dublin.
Working in a rapidly changing, fiercely competitive world we know that you don’t simply find opportunities
– you must create them. It’s the creed we live by and practice for our clients every day.
Whatever the audience, consumer, business or government, Cicero/AMO is trusted to deliver.
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Cicero/AMO Select Committee Training
Cicero/AMO is one of the UK’s leading agencies in training senior executives to give evidence to
Parliamentary Select Committees. We provide all relevant background material, advise on the basics
of giving evidence, and run full practice sessions replicating the conditions witnesses would face when
giving evidence. After the mock session, Cicero/AMO provide detailed feedback and the opportunity to
discuss appropriate messaging around any complicated or politically sensitive issues.

Get in touch...
If you would like to speak to the Cicero/AMO team about this document, or how we can help support
your organisation and its public affairs objectives in 2020, please contact a member of the team below:
Tom Frackowiak

Managing Director - UK Public Affairs
+44 (0)20 7297 5966
Tom.Frackowiak@cicero-group.com

Charlotte Adamson

Senior Account Manager
+44 (0)20 7947 5323
Charlotte.Adamson@cicero-group.com

Chris Hughes

Account Manager
+44 (0)20 7297 5956
Chris.Hughes@cicero-group.com
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